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WEST MID SHOW 2008


It is a long time since I have seen such a contrast between two days.   On the Saturday, in spite of the showery weather, our marquee was abuzz.   The lack of a focus of a large exhibition, as in the last few years, did not affect us at all.   We also had misgivings about the relocation of our marquee to the Village Green area, but these were unfounded.   Instead we focussed on good, old-fashioned, hospitality, creating an oasis of peace in the heart of a hectic show.   We were able to chat to people over tea or coffee.  We served so many cups that an emergency foray to obtain more milk had to be made.  Meanwhile, children (and others) were able to indulge in our free “body-art” service – the artists did not want to refer to it as “face painting” as it included more than just that.   We had school choirs to entertain us with singing and hand-bell ringing.   But what made the Saturday even more worthwhile was the award from the Show judges of First Prize for the best voluntary sector non-profit making stand.   We were just buzzing.

Then Sunday was a disaster, not just for us but for anyone at the show who was under canvas.   The wind was at gale force and persistently trying to wreck all the tents and marquees.   Only the military installations seemed to escape the damage, which must say a lot for military training and equipment.   We started by having to open up both front and back of the marquee to let the wind pass through.   We then delayed our morning prayers to help owners of adjacent installations to carry out running repairs and hasty repacking.   After our prayers we decided that it was too dangerous to allow the public into our marquee and waited for the forecasted drop in wind speed.   But it didn’t come.   By 2 o’clock we started to pack our things, and evacuate our marquee which was threatening to take off.   Meanwhile we allowed the occupant of an adjacent shelter, which had already disappeared, to seek refuge with us while he finished his entertainment – this was a certain Mr Titan; a science fiction looking electronic character who strode around the show ground much to the delight of children ranging from nine to ninety.   Was this taking Christian hospitality too far?   I think not.   Adversity can forge the strangest of allies.


While we were clearing up, we had the news that the Village Green stage had been condemned as unsafe and so the Songs of Praise also had to be cancelled.   I hope that not too many people turned up and were disappointed, but there was no way of letting anyone know.
Annual Commemoration of the Battle of Shrewsbury

This is held on the nearest Sunday to the feast of St Mary Magdalene (July 22) and the anniversary of the Battle of Shrewsbury (July 21 (1403)) in the Church of St Mary Magdelene, Battlefield, Shrewsbury.   This year the Commemoration service will be in the form of a Choral Evensong led by the choir of St Alkmund's, Whitchurch at 6.30 p m on Sunday July 20th.

**************************************************************************************************************
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?

“CHURCHES ARE CRITICAL PARTNERS IN REDUCING KNIFE CRIME”, SAYS NEW REPORT 

‘Who is My Neighbour?’ report makes plea for united action 

against gang-related crime 

As knife crime becomes a heightened national concern, Churches Together in England have published a timely report.  It recommends ways in which the Government, churches and the police service can work together more effectively to reduce gang-related crime linked to drugs, guns and knives.  

With a foreword by the Bishop for Liverpool, The Rt Revd James Jones, ‘Who is my neighbour? : a church response to social disorder linked to gangs, drugs, guns and knives’ is produced by Churches Together in England and is to be launched on Monday 21 July in Westminster. The launch reception will be hosted by David Lammy MP, with church representatives, politicians and police officials in attendance.  

The Revd Dr David Cornick, General Secretary of Churches Together in England said, “This report reaffirms our belief that the Christian Church is a sign of God's love for our world.  It emphasises the unique value of each young person’s life, and seeks to inspire the churches to reach out to young people in inner cities caught up in social disorder, as an act of good neighbourliness”.

At a time when gun and knife crime reports and discussions are dominating the headlines, ‘Who is my neighbour?’ is an expression of the Church’s deep concern about social disorder and violent crime, especially the death of young people.  The report highlights these worries and suggests practical ways to work together to address the issues head on. The recommendations encourage long-term strategic partnerships between churches, community groups, the police, criminal justice partners and local authorities. 

The Revd Dr Joel Edwards, General Director of the Evangelical Alliance said: “This report is a vital and timely message. I hope that church leaders will use it to inform the way they work with young people, government, and the police and Criminal Justice agencies; but also step up their efforts to tackle the underlying causes of the alarming trend of rising knife crime.”

Among the recommendations are: that churches should develop strategies to better support families, promote listening events for young people and encourage members to move back into deprived areas; that the Government should empower local people to tackle these issues themselves, and encourage inter-faith and inter-generational projects; that the police deepen its involvement with Restorative Justice projects and work closer with churches as key partners. 

Plans are currently being drawn up for a series of receptions and discussion forums, based on this publication, in 10 key cities across the country to enable the findings to be applied in a regional setting and engage with local issues. 

Inter-faith in Shropshire
Churches Together in Shropshire and others are currently working with the office of the Voluntary & Community Sector Assembly of Shropshire County Council to make contact with other Faith groups in the county with a view to setting up a Faiths Forum under the VCS Assembly.   It is clear, as we all know, that other Faith groups are very inconspicuous in Shropshire.   This is mainly due to the sparse numbers.   Nonetheless, I would welcome any information at all in attempting to identify where such groups are.   None of the expected sources of information have generally been able to provide this. The County Council is looking to an interfaith forum for furthering its community cohesion policy.   Our involvement is simply for promoting Peace and Friendship and promoting our shared values.
DIARY DATES

Sun 20 July
Commemoration of the Battle of Shrewsbury – see above.
Sun 14 Sept
Racial Justice Sunday
Weds 24 Sept   Shropshire Ecumenical Council meets.

Sun 28 Sept     Back to Church Sunday 2008 
19-26 Oct
One World Week – “Growing Together”

Contact us
This newsletter was produced by Churches Together in Shropshire.   
See our web site at www.chtogshropshire.co.uk   
The secretary can be contacted as follows:


By phone on 01691 831374   
By e mail at ged.cliffe@tiscali.co.uk
